rich historical context for these markers of southern identity, returning specifically to W.J. Cash's "proto-dorian bond," a phrased coined in his 1941 book, The Mind of the South. Their innovative effort to make tangible the intangibles of southern white identity offers future scholars new tools through which to reconsider the political nature of the American South.
Hanes Walton, Jr., Josephine A.V. Allen, Sherman C. In his article, "Racism, Resentment, and Regionalism: The South and the Nation in the 2008 Presidential Election," Joseph Aistrup, ironically, finds that very racial attitudes against which Woodward fought, exist and continue to influence elections. While Walton et al. reconsider the regional response to Black presidential candidates over time, Aistrup focuses on the 2008 election of Barack Obama, comparing regional and national responses to this historic candidate. And clearly Aistrup's findings point to little for Woodward to be proud of in the South and the country at large. Despite the half century that has passed since Woodward's volatile collection first appeared, the ideas that leap from every page remain, for the most part, the debates that still drive the study of the South among countless disciplines, including political science. The efforts of these scholars to interrogate such fluid concepts as racism and identity advance our understanding of the distinctiveness of this region and its place within the every-changing American political landscape. The ideas presented here should spur research projects for years to come.
The Diane D. Blair Center of Southern Politics and Society
The Blair Center, directed by Todd G. Shields, was established by an act of U.S. Congress in the fall of 2001, making it one of the rare research centers in the country to be created by congressional appropriation. Diane Divers Blair taught in the Department of Political Science at the University of Arkansas for thirty years, receiving designation as Master Teacher in three times. Her career outside of teaching included extensive public service as chair of both the U.S. Corporation of Public Broadcasting and the Commission on Public Employee Rights. She was also a founding member of the University of Arkansas Press. In 1992 she joined the Clinton presidential campaign as a senior researcher, after which she was appointed a guest scholar at the Brookings Institute. She returned in 1996 as a senior advisor on the Clinton re-election team. Her publications include Silent Hattie Speaks: The Personal Journals of Senator Hattie Carraway (Greenwood Press, 1979) , Arkansas Politics and Government: Do the People Rule? (University of Nebraska Press, 1988), as well as fourteen book chapters and over ninety additional articles.
Diane D. Blair was equally committed to scholarly research as she was to public activism, as is witnessed by her personal and career achievements. Moreover, she was a champion of interdisciplinary methods and critical thinking and she reached across the academic aisles often and with ease. The Blair Center reflects her intellectual approach and strives to view the American South from a variety of angles in order to reveal the undercurrents of politics, history, and culture that have shaped the region over time. The Blair Legacy Series invites senior scholars to assess the regional, national, and international impact of southern politicians, intellectuals, and social leaders.
The Rockefeller Institute
The Rockefeller Institute, also part of the University of Arkansas System, is an educational institute and conference center located on Petit Jean Mountain. The 188-acre campus was once part of the home and cattle farm of Governor Winthrop Rockefeller, giving it a remarkably distinguished heritage on which to build. In the 20 years he lived at Winrock Farms, Rockefeller hosted more than 200 conferences and meetings-conclaves that addressed an astonishing range of concerns, from educational needs and rural economic development, to how to build Arkansas and harmonize the races. Today, the Institute continues to build upon the legacy of its namesake by providing an environment conducive to open discussion, for stimulating new perspectives, and for developing future-oriented results.
